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agricultural sector, and thus reducing the responsibility being
undertaken by the technical personnel of the Ministry of Industry and

Agriculture.

¥inally, the study proposed some projects for the inclusion in the

agricultural development plan. However, the projects identified require

detailed investigation to confirm their technical and economic feasibility.



of the agricultural sector, the study recommended the following :-

Plant Production Aspects

Animal

Efficient utilization of available water and application of modern
irrigation methods.

Efficient application of agricultural inputs.

Study of the possibility of subsidising production directly instead
of subsidising agricultural inputs.

Improvement of agricultural extension services and coordinating its
activities with those of agricultural research,

Intensification of the services related to agricultural mechanisation

and crop protection.

Production Aspects :

Improvement of veterinary services and animal health.

Improvement of local breeds.

Enlargement of artificial insemination services.

Establishment of an independent department for animal resources to

cater for the formulation and execution of developmental programmes.

Fisheries Production Aspects

Improvement of Qatar national Fishing Company, and making use of
existing investments with specinl reference to the factory epstablishec

in Doha port.
Improvement of fishing ports services.

Strengthening the department of fisheries with technical manpower

especially in the field of fisheries research.

Supporting Services

Improvement of marketing infrasiructure.

Establishment of a machinery especialized in agricultural finance

( an agricultural credit bank)to prcvide credit required for the



d) Insufficient natural pastures,

o) Indifference of the Quatari nationals towards agricultural work and
investment in agriculture,

£) shortage of trained national manpower and dependance on non-trained
foreign manpower ; and

g) Weakness of the authorities concerned with agricultural research and

supporting services.

In projecting local demand of agricultural commodities until the year
2000, the study estimated that vegetable consumption would reach 47,000 tons,
i.e. an increase of 74% over the consumption level of 1983. While consumption
of fruite and dates was estimated at 42,400 and 17,000 tons respectively, that
of red meat, poultry meat, fish and milk would increase by the year 2000 to
27,200 tons, 25,000 tons, 4,400 tons, and 34,200 tons respectively. Similarly
total éonnumptinn of table eggs would reach 134 million eggs compared to 73
million consumed during 1983.

Concerning future projections for supply, the study reviewed three alter-
natives for the agricultural crop production plan based on the results of

analysing three models of planned programmes, which have been summerized as

follows :-
ALTERNATIVES
_First Second Third
- Crop area (ha) 2864 4818 4357
~ Total value of production 231 362 323
in year 2000 (million Riyals)
- Quantity of Water utilized 44 44 44

( million m?)

Discussion of the principles on which the decision makers in the country
would base their selection of either of the alternatives have been pregented

in the study.

By way of the policies and procedures required for the future improvement



the coat of agricultural inputs reached about Qatari Riyal 131.8 million, the
value added to the agriocultural sector therefore being Qatari Riyal 80,4
million. On the other hand, the output of agricultural investments as well
as returnas on capital invested in agriculture in Qatar were estimated at 9.7%
and 8.3% respectively. The average productivity of the agricultursal labourer
was estimated at Riyal 24113,

Adhering to the principle of the need to exploit the local resources to
produce the maximum towards the realization of food security, and in order to
diversify sources of national income as well as reactivation non-0il producing
sectors, the government has planned to encourage and strengthen the agricultur-

al sector through programmes involving the following :-

- provision of main production inputs,

- .assistance in digging of water wells and supply of irrigation pumps,

- provision of mechanization, extension , and crop protection services,

- establishment of wholesale and retail markets for vegetables and
fruits.

- development of fishing ports and extension of assistance to fishermen;
and

- improvement of veterinary services,.

In addition to the above, the government has endorsed its involvement
in production through its participation in productive projects in a way similar
to the cases of Qatar National Fishing Company as well as the poultry company
and sheep farm in Abu Samra. Such efforts contributed towards the satisfact-
ion, at increasing rates, of local consumption e.g. 85% fish, 77.5% dates,
49% vegetables, 77.5% milk, 14% fruits, 11% table eggs, 11% poultry meat, and
3.5% red meat.

The study identified the following constraints which presently confront

the agricultural sector and hinder its developments :-

a) Inadequecy of water supply suitable for irrigation,
b) Low s0il fertility,
¢c) Unfavourable climatic conditions that limit the length of the growing

gseasons.



SUMMARY

Phase I of the present study, based on the analysis of the results of the
comprehensive statistical and economic surveys undertaken during 1982 in Qatar,
aims at the formulation of a general framework for an agricultural development
plan. Such a plan, in the 1light of problems currently confronting the agric-
ultural sector in Qatar, would take into consideration the natural and non-
natural resources available in the country, as well as the country's general
developmental objectives which include attainment of a high degree of self
sufficiency in agricultural products, activation of the agricultural sector
and increasing its contribution to the Gross Domestic Product, in addition to
raising of the standard of living of those engaged in agriculture and better

utilization of resources.

The study indicates that the area suitable for agriculture reaches 33,000
ha, distributed predominatly in farm holdings varying from 7 to 30 ha, and
dependant on underground water for irrigation. The study also points out that
exploitation of the stored underground water far exceeds the annual amounts
of water intake estimated at 27 million m® and 24 million m® in the northern

and southern regions respectively, rainfall being the main replenishment

source.

Due to its excellent coastal location along the Arabian Gulf, fisheries in
Qatar is considered as one of the country's main natural resources which,

in recent years, satisfied 85% of total local consumption.

The animal resources, consisting mostly of sheep and goats with few
camels and cattle, are centred in the traditional sector and depend on scanty
natural pastures with thin vegetationeal cover due to poor rainfall, In the
last few years a modern animal sector emerged where farms for dairy, product-

ion of red meat, and table eggs in addition to poultry meat have been

established.

In the light of the analysis of the results of the 1982 comprehensive
statistical and economic survey, the study revealed some important economic
indicators pertaining to the agricultural sector in Qatar. Thus, while the

total agricultural income was estimated at about Qatari Riyal 212.2 million,
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